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In our recent paper [1], we made a statement that has since been pointed out to us as being misleading. The
statement on page 15003-p3 reads “we can conclude that the 3D plasma crystal created on board the ISS is compatible
with an anisotropic hcp lattice. The latter more easily explains the nature of the observed anisotropy of the complex
plasmas than the ER hypothesis”. In fact, the analysis of this paper was a purely “static snapshot” analysis of structural
properties, and as such does not use any dynamical information, which is also available in the data discussed. Using
the dynamical evolution data it is quite clear that the system under discussion is a dynamic “string fluid” and not
a static crystal. The interesting finding —that we wished to point out— is the fact that a static snapshot of such
a string fluid phase appears to have a structure compatible with that of a hcp crystal at any point in time. Thus
there is no conflict with the electrorheological (ER) interpretation. This is similar to another finding that a 2D fluid
phase looks like a hexagonal crystal lattice (with some defects) when a static snapshot of the particle structure is
analysed, although the dynamics is clearly not compatible with a 2D crystal lattice. We should also point out that
Brandt et al. [2] have calculated the close transition between the ER fluid and hcp crystal phases and their result
further supports this clarification.
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